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and is coming forward. with true patriotism to the assist-
ance of that branch of medicine which has done so much
for ite King and country-namely, the Royal Army Medical'
-Corps.-I am, etc.,

HERBERT W. CHAMBERS,
Honorary Secretary to tlie Executive Conmiiittee of the

Almy Medical Civilian Reserve.
Hotspur Lodge, Goldchawk Road, W., Jan. 30th.

LIFE ASSURANCE WITHOUT MEDICAIL
EXAMINATION.

SIR,-I have read Dr. Atkins's very pointed letter in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of January 27th, p. 236. He
says: " If any one requires information (as to duration of
illness) it can be supplied on payment of a fee, but always
at our discretion."
A dishonest patient may try to cheat the insuraince

company, or a very second-rate company may try to
bamboozle the ignorant relatives of deceased.
An entrance medical certificate prevents all this.
Now, if asked by a legal firm, representing the company,

for information as to duration of illness, is one, after
stipulating for, say, a half-guinea fee, justified in parting
with such information?

Is such information not a professional secret?-I am, etc.,
Painiswick, Jan. 30tlh. D. J. SCOTT.

SURFACE TENSION OF URINE.
SIR,-With reference to the paper on the surface tenision

o)f urine publislhed in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of
December 23rd, 1905, p. 1636, we regret having overlooked
a paper by Dr. 0. Grfinbaum,1 in which a method of esti-
mating bile salts in urine by means of the dropping pipette
is described. Dr. Grdinbaum refers to his paper as a pre-
liminary one, and promises a further communication deal-
ing with the excretion of bile salts in various pathlological
coniditions. As our work was begun before the appearance
of Dr. Grtinbaum's paper, and was carried out with a some-
wlhat differenit object, we trust that Dr. Gruinbaum will
nlot consider that we have wittingly trespassed on hiis
field.

11Te should also like to draw attention to an error in the
reproduction of our paper. Fig. 4, page 1638, has been
printed upside down.-We are, etc.,

W. D. DONNAN,
Liveipool, Feb. 1st. F. G. DONNAN.

1 Trans. Path. Soc. Loatd., vol. lv, Pai-t I, p. 55, 1904.

LEAD AS AN ABORTIFACIENT.
SIat,-I was interested in reading Dr. Lawrance-Burke's

report on a case of abortion following the use of pills
coiitaining lead. The use of it in this district is so
common that, when called in to see a woman who has
aborted, I invariably examine the gums for lead poisoning.
It is, as a rule, difficult to get the patient to admit havinig
taken anything, so wlhen they will not do so I simply tell
them that it is not necessary to admit the fact as it is
self-evident. This generally results in the adimissioin. I
am sure that very few of them are aware they are taking
lead, it not being bought or sold to them as one of its
preparations. I have recently been attending a woman for
abortion and plumbism who only took-so her story is-
four pills.-I am, etc.,
Rotherham, Feb. 3rd. W. H. ROWTHORN, L.R.C.P., etc.

OBITUARY.
GEORGE WELLER, M.R.C.S., L.S.A.LOND.

GEORGE WELLER, who was born in the year 1841, was
the youngest son of the late Captain J. Weller, shipowner,
of Bow Road, E. He was educated at the Stepney
Grammar School, and was afterwards apprenticed to the
late Mr. Thomas Jones of Chesterfield. Mr. Jones had
a large general practice with charge of collieries; he
was also the union medical officer and held various
parochial districts attached to the union, so that under
hiis instruction Mr. Weller gained much useful informa-
tioIn an-d was well grounded in the routine of general
pr-actice.
He joined the London Hospital as a student in 1860,

anid, after gaining the diplomas of M.R.C.S. 1863 anid L.S.A.
in 1865, was appointed House-Surgeon to the hospital;
sll)sequently lie held the posts of Resident Accoucheur

anid Assistant Medical Officer. His devotion to the
arduous duties of these appointments injured his health,
and, although pressure was brought to bear onI him to go
for a, voyage, it was with some difficulty that lie was
induced to do so. He finally yielded, however, and went
to Australia.
Returning in 1866 with health re-established, he com-

menced practice in Wanstead, Essex. Here, in addition
to the routinie work of practice, he held various appoint-
ments; he was Medical Officer to the Merchanlt Seamen's
Orphan Asylum, Surgeon to the N and K Divisions of
the Metropolitan Police, Medical Officer to the Wanistead
Maternity Society and Provident Dispensary, and for a
time a member of the local board of health. He was a
member of the British Medical Association and a Fellow
of the Royal Geograplhical Society.
He retired from the active work of general practice

after twenty-two years, and commenced consulting work
in West Street, Finsbury, but twelve months afterwards
began to suffer from symptoms of empyema of the frontal
sinlus, for which he underwen-t operation on twvo or three
occasions. He then retired to Willesden, hoping still to
do some useful work, but was again obliged to give up
owing to the formation of a renal calculus, which was
removed in July, 1900. He then relinquished practice,
and finally settled in South Croydon, where he died on
January 25th, after a long and distressing illness borne
with much courage.
During the last few years of his life he travelled a good

deal, going to the South of France, Algiers, Egypt, South
Africa, the Canaries, etc., and there is no doubt his health
was much better when he was away in a warmer climate.
George Weller was a good example of the advantages

of the apprenticeship system of training, and always
acknowledged the value of his experiences as a youth in
the large Chesterfield practice. His practical knowledge
and devotion to duty received recognition in Wanstead
and district, where lie soon established a lucrative and
extensive practice. No one who knew him eould doubt
the honesty of purpose and upright charaeter of the man,
and any suspicion of unfair dealing or story of oppression
called forth an expression of indignation on his part which
was very emplhatic. His numerous illnesses produced a
serious effect oni his career and interfered very much with
his success as a consultant, leading ultimately to his
retirement; but he never lost the confidence and friend-
ship of some of hiis patients, who relied on him for help to
the end. George Weller was never married, but leaves a
brotlher and sisters to mourn his lose. The interment took
place quietly in the family vault in Tower Hamlets
Cemetery on January 31st in the presence of several
relatives and old friends.

THOMAS MORETON, M.R.C.S., L.S.A.,
HARTFORD.

WE have to record tle death, in his 71st year, of Thon:as
Moreton, M.R.C.S. and L.S.A., J.P., at his residence,
Ivaihoe, Hartford, Clheshire, on February 5th.
He entered St. Thlomas's Hospital in 1856 during its

clouded existence when in temporary refuge at the Surrey
Gardens; he gainied onie of the Matriculationi Scholar-
sllips, and at the end of his first year one of the
Treasurer's prizes. During his student career he also
worked steadily as an unidergraduate of London University,
obtaininig honours in hiis first M.B.
Having obtainied his diplomas of M.R.C.S.Eng. and

L.S.A. in 1859, he was appointed Resident Accoucheur and
afterwards House-Surgeon to the hospital. In 1861 he
settled at Northwich, in Cheshire, his native county, and
succeeded to the practice of Mr. James Dean, who had
been in that town for nearly, if not quite, fifty years. Mr.
Dean awas the original of Mr. Albert Smith's Dr. Aston in
Christopher Tadpole. Mr. Moreton was at once appointed
Medical Officer to the Northwich Workhouse and to an ex-
tensive district of the union, as well as public vaccinator.
He held these offices for over forty years, and during this
long period by his geniial presence, kindly disposition,
good sense, and good surgery he established himself in a
very large general and consultinig practice, being a
favourite with all classes. For a short period he was
Medical Officer of Health for Northwiclh, was during
maniy years Surgeon to the local regiment of volunteers
and liad been- Iloniorary Surgeon to tlhe Victoria Hospital
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since its establislhment. Some few years ago the Lord
Lieutenant of the couinty added his name to the list of
Justices of the Peace, an honour whiclh he highly appre-
ciated and richly deserved. Mr. Moreton, who was a
member of the Altrinicham Division of the Lanlcashire and
Clheshire Branclh of the British Medical Association, was
for many years Local Secretary of Epsom College, in the
success of which he always felt a warm interest, and at
the close of his active association with this institution he,
througlh his old friend and fellow-pupil, Mr. Reginlald
Harrison, one of the Vice-presidenits, gave a very generous
doniation to its funids.

LIEUIENANT-COLONEL H. W. HUBBARD, R.A.M.C.
MANY of his brother officers and the old St. George's men
,of his time will learn withl deep regret of the death of
Lieutenant-Colonlel H. W. Hubbard, R.A.M.C. He was
born in India in 1856, and was the son of the late Rev.
H. D. Hubbard; he received hlis early education at private
schools in Plymouth and Switzerland. After some pre-
liminary training at the Royal Albert Hospital, Devoniport,
he entered the medical school of St. George's Hos-
pital in 1875. Whilst at St. George's he was a member
of the famous football team which is often cited
by authorities as the best ever turned out by anly
hospital, eitlher before or since. He was, moreover,
a racquet player and swimmer of some repute. After be-
coming M.R.C.S.Eng. in 1879 and L.R.C.P.Lond. in 1880,
lie entered the Army Medical Department in 1881, and was
soon employed oni active service, for in the following year
he was present at the battle of Tel-el-Kebir, for wllicll lie
was awarded the medal with clasp and the broiize star.
In addition to that in Egypt lie had considerable experi-
ence of foreign service both at Malta and in Bengal. But it
was at home that Hubbard's services were to prove of
signal advantage to the army in general and its Medical
Corps in- particular. At the time he was in cliarge of tlle
Cambridge Hospital, Aldershlot, the, necessary clhanges
rendered the introduction of greatly increased nuniibers of
lady nurses imperative. In spite of oppositioIn these
changes were successfully carried out, in a large measure
owin1g to Hubbard's acumen and tact, and lie handed
over the lhospital to hiis successor in a most efficient
condition. Oii January 30th last, feeling out of
lhealth, lie left Londoni for a teni days' holiday at Grin-del-
wald with his close friend and fellow-student, Lieutenant-
Colonel Cottell, who tended him to the last. Durinig the
journey he complained of illness, and the morninig of airival
at their destination it was found that he had consolidation
at the base of the left lung. Three days later conisolida-
tion supervened in the right lung as well, and lie died of
rapid cardiac failure, and is buried at Grindelwald. His
quiet and courteous manner, his thouglhtful earniestness,
and his high sense of duty gained for Hubbard the
respect and esteem of all associated with hiim, and hlis
deathi is a distinct loss to the Army Medical Cor'ps anid to
his numerous friends.

ANGIOLO FILIPPI, M.D.,
PROFESSOR OF FORENSIC MEDICINE, FLORENCE.

PROFESSOR ANGIOLo FILIPPI, whio died on December 30tl,
1905, was the leading medico-legal authority in Italy. Born
at Florence in 1836, he studied at Pisa, where lie graduated
in 1858. He took part as a volunteer in the campaigni of
Lombardy in 1859-60 under Garibaldi. In 1865 le worked
among the cholera patients at Ancona, San Severo, and
Apricena. In 1866 lhe againi went campaigninig, anid after
the battle of Custoza was awarded the bronze medal for
valour. On cholera breakin-g out in Apulia he oniee more
did yeoman service in ministering to the sick; hle gave
up a considerable part of hiis nights to pathiological re-
searclles wlhichl afterwards served as material for tlle
investigations of Pacini.
In 1867 lhe was appointed Assistant to the Clhair of

Patlhological Aniatomy in the Institute of Higher Studies
at Florence. Ill 1875 hie qualified as Private Lecturer in
Medical Jurisprudence, and in the following year lie was
appointed Assistant to the Chair of that subject, tlhe
occupied by Professor Ranlieri Bellinii. Oni the sudden-
death of his chief in 1878 le was called upoIn to diselarge
the duties of the Clair; in 1880 le was appointed Extra-
ordinary, anid, finally, Ordiniary Professor, in 1884.

Filippi's first work was a treatise on the surgery of war..
In 1889 appeared his Mfanual of Forensic MXedicine, whichl
has gonie through several editions. It was the first
systematic treatise on the subject written by an Italian
expert, and lhe was the first who gave criminal anthro-
pology a place in a treatise oni forensic medicine. Filippi
founded a school of medical jurisprudence in Italy, and
pupils of hiis now occupy Chairs in the Uiniversities of
Genoa, Palermo, Modena, and Cagliari; at two others,
Catania and Siena, the professors are pupils of his pupils
Filippi's fame as a teacher was so great that two years
ago Dr. Nuscimento Silva, Professor of Forensic Medicine
in the University of Rio de Janeiro, came to Florence to
work under hiis directioin.

DR. SWAN M. BURNET1r, of Washington1, wh1o die(I
suddenly oni Janiuary 18th, was born at Newmarket,.
Tenniessee, in 1847. In 1866 he entered tlle Miamit
Medical College of Cincinnati, and in 1869 he migrated to'
the Bellevue Hospital Medical College of New York, where~
he graduated in 1870. In 1873 he married Frances E..
Hodgson, the author of Little Lord Fauntleroy, That Lass o&
Lowvrie's, and other works of fiction. In 1876 lie settled in
Washington, where lie founded the Eye and Ear Clinic at
the Central Dispensary in 1878. He established a post-
graduate sclool of ophthalmology in 1881. Dr. Burnett,
was the author of several important works oni his special
department of medicine.

DEATHS IN THE PROFESSION ABROAD.-Amonog the mem-
bers of the medical profession in foreign countries whoc
have recently died are Dr. Ercole Pasquali, Professor of
Obstetrics and Gynaecology in the University of Rome,
aged 80; Dr. Lehman H. Dunning, Professor of Diseases:
of Women in the Medical College of Indiana, aged .55;-
Dr. August F. Lemke, sometime Associate-Professor
of Medicine in the Chicago College of Physicians and
Surgeons, aged 32; Dr. Cnopf, Director of the Children's
Hospital at Nuremberg; Dr. J. A. Amann, Extraordinary
Professor of Gynaecology in the University of Munich ;
Dr. Emmet Cooper Dent, Superintendent of the Man-
hattan State Hospital for the Insane, author of many
writings in which he advocated the use of hydrotherapy
almost to the exclusion of medicines in the treatment of
insanity, camp life for the acutely insane, and operative
procedures (especially on female patients), aged 48; Pro-
fessor J. V. Wichmann, Lecturer on Diseases of Children
in the University of Copenhagen, and Director of the Queen
Louisa Children's Hospital in that city, aged 53; Dr. Louis:
Wecker, the well-known ophthalmic surgeon of Paris,
aged 83; Dr. Aliprando Moriggia, sometime Professor of
Histology and General Physiology in the University of
Rome; Dr. Johainnes Ko]aczek, Extraordinary Professor of
Surgery in the UIiiversity of Breslau, aged 63; Dr. Jerofey
W. Kostenitsch, sometime Professor of Ophthalmology in
tlle University of Warsaw, and afterwards in the Helena-
Pauloffna Clinical Institute, St. Petersburg, aged 51; and
Dr. Victor A. Worobieff, Lecturer on Pathological Anatomy
in the University of Moscow.

MEDICO-LEGAL AND MEDICO-ETHICAL.
A SKIN SPECIALIST.

Wr-E learn from the Lancaster Observer and Morecambe-
Chronicle that an inquest was held recently by Mr. Neville-
Holden with respect to the death of Mrs. Ralph, who died
while under the care of an unqualified practitioner. It.
appeared that the woman had suffered from acute dermatitis,
anid that under the treatment of Dr. Baldwin the condition
of the skin greatly improved, but the patient remained in an
extremely weak condition. She then dispensed with the
services of Dr. Baldwin, and placed herself under the care
of Mr. James Wolfenden, of Scotforth, who described him-
self as a farmer and skin specialist for b)oth human being,
an(d animals. In his evidence he stated that the deceased'
was suffering from wveeping eczema, and he gave her a.
simple ointnment to apply externally. He afterwards gave-
her a lotion composed of olive oil and spirit of tar. The
ointment contained the same ingredienits, the quiantity of
tar b-ing increased, and arrowroot. Another " healing"
ointment was said to contain olive oil and beeswax, and
there was an ointment for " taking out inflammation,"
composed of lard and herbal extract. Asked what pre--
cautions he took to make the lard antiseptic, witness said
lhe simmered it in the OVCll, and then pult in a herb known as-


